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PHOENIX ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER #1  
September 29, 2021 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

A WORD FROM MR. S. 
 
Dear Families, 
I am pleased to send you our first newsletter outlining the 
learning that has been going on in the first month; I will 
let that information speak for itself.  Our staff had a 
productive working day last Friday, where we continued 
looking at our approach to support all students in writing 
and numeracy and took a closer look at teaching practices 
that support equity.   

Foundation Skills Assessment Notice 
Beginning next week, grade 4 and 7 students across BC 
will begin writing the Foundation Skills Assessment.  We 
have until mid-November to complete the assessments 
and will be starting them in the next week or so.  All 
students are expected to write the assessment - I can only 
grant exemptions for a very narrow set of reasons.  All the 
supports provided in class for students will be provided 
for the FSA.  Past students have found the assessment to 
be quite interesting and even kind of "fun"! 

The FSA is a valuable assessment tool that provides your 
child, parents, your child’s teacher, our school, and the 
district with valuable information on how your child is 
progressing in Literacy and Numeracy.  It is used along 
with classroom and other assessments to better understand 
where your child is at in their learning and to identify 
larger trends in student performance at the school and 
district levels.  This focus on learning is essential to our 
commitment to ensure each of our students is ready for the 
next steps in their learning to equip them for success in the 
high school program.  When we use multiple points of 
information about learning, we form a more complete 
picture of how students are doing and what we may need 
to do to adjust our instruction. 

Please see the linked FSA information brochure for 
parents from the Ministry of Education. 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administrat
ion/kindergarten-to-grade-12/assessment/en-fsa-parent-
brochure.pdf 

Dan Sparanese 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING 
EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Truth and Reconciliation Day Thurs, Sept 30 
  (no school) 
Bus Safety Clinic   Mon, Oct 4 
Fire Safety Clinic with Mitchell Mon, Oct 4 
Thanksgiving Stat Holiday  Mon, Oct 11 
Blackburn Field Trip  Tues, Oct 12 
  (more info to follow) 
PAC Meeting, via Zoom   Tues, Oct 12, 3:45  
Friday School in Session  Fri, Oct 15 
Pizza Day    Thurs, Oct 21 
Vision Screening   Thurs, Oct 27 
  (Kindergarden & Gr 1 students) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Primary Class Morning Walk  
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 
For the safety of our school and SSI community, please 
be mindful of COVID safety protocol: 

• Continue to do daily student health checks. 
• If you need to enter the school, please call first to let 

us know you are coming and sign-in at the office. 
• Please ensure that you wear your mask when you 

enter the school. 

Student supervision begins at 8:15 am.  Please do not 
leave your children unsupervised in the school playground 
or outside the portable classroom door before that time. 
As rainy and/or colder weather is upon us, please ensure 
your children are dressed appropriately for the weather, 
(eg rain coat, rain pants, boots, sweater).    

Please ensure that your children have a complete change 
of clothing in case of unforeseen circumstances, including 
socks and underwear.  A number of our students have 
already benefitted from those clean, dry emergency 
clothing kit bags!   

To keep our classroom floors clean for all, students are 
expected to wear their clean indoor shoes in the school.  
Outdoor footwear is not permitted in the classrooms. 

Constructive play for Woodstown 
 

FROM THE PRIMARY CLASS  
 
It has been an exciting start to the year in the Primary 
Class! This year, we have welcomed new students and 
teachers into our classroom community, and we have 
enjoyed getting to know each other over the month of 
September.  
With Bronwyn and Katie, the primary class has started a 
science unit on biodiversity and has been learning about 

all the different species in Mouat’s Park and our beautiful 
island home.  Meanwhile, Nissa has been working with 
the Primary class to set up a robust and individualized 
literacy and numeracy program for the year to come.   
We have also 
enjoyed exploring the 
principles of art and 
design by creating 
scratch drawing cards 
and self-portraits, 
and have been 
working on verse and 
rhythm by creating a 
whole class song based on animal behaviours.  
Outdoors, our class continues to build a magical world in 
the woods of the school grounds, the famous Woodstown!  
As we transition into Fall, the Primary Class will be, and 
has been, involved in many exciting and important events 
such as Orange Shirt Week, the whole school Terry Fox 
Run, Fire Safety Day and Bike Safety Day, as well as 
exploring all the beautiful colours and changes this season 
presents in the natural world!  

Thank you, Bronwyn 

 

FROM THE INTERMEDIATE CLASS 
 

What a pleasure it is to be teaching such an engaging 
group of youth!  I am enjoying my shift to the Intermediate 
Class this year and excited to see how the learning 
unfolds.  
Joni and I appreciated connecting with families last week 
and finding out about the hopes you have for your children 
and we look forward to staying connected this year.   

The students are building relationships and learning how 
the Phoenix Family works. We have finished the 
beginning assessments and started into projects and 
routines.  The students have all chosen novels for their 
Novel Studies, which are due at the end of November.  

They have also been introduced to a variety of Math 
games as well as an online math program that we will be 
working with this year called IXL.  
We were fortunate to have our first Artist-in-the-Class 
visit from Talia Peckel and the students enjoyed 
experimenting with natural paints, coffee and coarse salt 
in her Organic Intuitive Art Class.  
Before I sign off, I have a couple of quick requests.  I have 
found that some students have been forgetting masks and 
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although I am happy to supply a disposable replacement, 
it might be helpful to have them carry a back-up mask in 
their backpacks. It is also important that all students are 
prepared for the weather as I’m planning to head outside 
everyday RAIN or shine.  

I hope that you are able to find ways to reflect together as 
a family this Thursday for Truth and Reconciliation Day.  

Thank you, Jessica 
 

 

FROM KATIE 
(our Phoenix Prep Teacher) 

 
It’s so wonderful to be back at Phoenix this year.  I have 
enjoyed reconnecting with students and meeting new 
ones. The classrooms are becoming dynamic 
environments of thoughtful and motivated learners. 
I have the privilege this year of working in both 
classrooms to engage in scientific inquiry.  Each time we 
meet I will ask my fellow scientists to share their 
“observations from the field” which will be the basis of 
each student's investigative practice.  Please feel welcome 
to collaborate with your children at home to encourage 
them to share their questions, observations, and 
wonderings when we meet on Tuesdays.  I invite students 
to bring in materials, photos, drawings, or any discoveries 
they have made to contribute to our learning space. 

Thank you, Katie Brown 

 

 
Livestock Entry at the Phoenix Fall Fair 

FROM PHOENIX PAC 
News & Fundraising Dates to Remember! 

 
Would you like to become involved with the Phoenix 
Parent Advisory Committee? We are a fun group that 
meets once a month.  Feel free to connect with Natasha 
Kong, our PAC president, to learn more. 
• Sunday, October 3rd: Fun Work Party, 10 am, rain or 
shine splitting & loading firewood for our cord of wood 
raffle winner.  Meet at 368 Starks Rd & park down 
McAllister Road.  The pile of wood is right off the road 
opposite from McAllister so it will be easy for folks to 
grab things (water bottles, tools etc). 
• Tuesday, October 5th - Nov 15th: Cash Prize Raffle 
tickets go home with students to sell.  The cash 
prize winners will be announced December 1st.  Students 
will receive two books to sell.  Feel free to request more 
raffle ticket books if you'd like. Tickets are $5 a piece. 
There are 10 tickets per book. 

- 1st prize winner wins $500 
- 2nd prize $250 
- 3rd prize $100 

The student who sells the winning tickets will get to choose 
from three prizes. 
  a $100 gift card to Dragonfly Art Supplies 

a $60 gift certificate to True Love Pizza 
3 Family Passes to Rainbow Road Pool 

Every student who sells two books of tickets will be 
entered into a draw to win a $100 gift card to West of the 
Moon.  Students can earn additional entries for each 
additional book that they sell.  
• Friday, October 15th is the next Pizza Day.   The order 
form is here: https://forms.gle/mBBRtUq9yLpKDS2W6 
An easy way for Phoenix Families to contribute to the 
school's fundraising efforts, is to stuff your Country 
Grocer receipts into Box #39 at Country Grocer.  You can 
also bring your Country Grocer receipts to the school 
office or to a PAC meeting and give them to a PAC 
member.  (We earn 1% of the total so it's an easy-peazy 
way to generate funds for the school.)  Additionally, we 
are working to set up a Phoenix School account with 
Island Return-It Salt Spring, so that families can donate 
their recycled drink container refund directly to the 
Phoenix School account.  Thank you so much for the 
amazing manpower, resources and efforts made by ALL 
students, staff and families of the Phoenix School 
community.  Together we make things happen! 

Warmly, Melissa J. Johnson 
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AMENDED 2021-22 SCHOOL CALENDAR 
NATIONAL DAY  

FOR TRUTH & RECONCILATION 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2021 

 
In June, the federal government announced September 
30th as the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation - a 
federal statutory day to commemorate the history and 
ongoing trauma caused by residential schools and honour 
those who were lost and the survivors, families, and 
communities who continue to grieve. 

In British Columbia, the provincial government has 
advised provincial public sector employers to honour this 
day as well. As a result, all public school districts in BC, 
including SD64 Gulf Islands, will recognize September 
30, 2021, the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation, as a holiday for staff and students. 

The SD64 2021/2022 School Calendar has been amended 
to reflect September 30th as a non-instructional day. The 
minimum hours of instruction for 2021/2022, prescribed 
by the School Act and School Calendar Regulation, have 
been updated accordingly.  
 


