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PHOENIX ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER #3  
November 25, 2021 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

A WORD FROM MR. S. 
Hello Phoenix Families, 
Today marks the end of the first term of the school year. 
It has been a very busy time and we have seen a lot of 
growth in the children, intellectually, creatively, 
physically and socially.  On December 16th, you will be 
receiving the first progress report of the year.  This year 
you can expect to learn about the details of your child’s 
progress in the various curricular areas covered this term. 
I also wanted to take a moment to update you on the results 
of the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) that was 
administered in October of this year.  We had: 

• 100%	of	our	grade	4	and	7	students	attempt	and	
complete	the	assessment.	

• 100%	 of	 our	 students	 are	 "On-Track"	 in	 their	
literacy	skills	(Reading	and	Writing).	

• 57%	 of	 our	 students	 are	 "On-Track"	 in	 their	
numeracy	skills.	

The FSA results are very helpful to school staff to use in 
comparing it to our school-based assessments.  We are 
noticing that Numeracy is an area where we need to take 
great care so that we can support our students to become 
more confident in their skills.  It is fortunate that we had 
placed Numeracy as one of our targeted school goals. 

Have a great weekend, 
Dan Sparanese 

 

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL  
In the Leadership Council at Phoenix we wanted to do 
something special for December, the month of giving.  We 
want to challenge everybody to help and bring some 
canned food for the 100 CANS IN 14 DAYS 
CHALLENGE!  We will be collecting 100 cans from 
December 1st to December 14th to deliver to the Food 
Bank.  Ask your friends, family, parents or grandparents 
to help chip in.  Just drop off your cans at the front door 
and we’ll do the counting! 

Thank you, Nico 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING 
EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Early Dismissal, 12 noon                   Thurs, Dec 2 
Parent Conferences, 1 – 3 pm            Thurs, Dec 2 
Friday School In Session (5-day week)   Fri, Dec 10 
Deadline for Pizza Lunch order            Mon, Dec 13 
PAC Meeting              Tues, Dec 14 
Pizza Lunch Day            Thurs, Dec 16 
Last Day of School before break          Thurs, Dec 16 
Report Cards going home           Thurs, Dec 16 
 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 
For the safety of our school and SSI community, please 
be mindful of COVID safety protocol: 

• Continue to do daily student health checks. 
• If you need to enter the school, please call first to let 

us know you are coming and sign-in at the office. 
• Please ensure that you are wearing your mask when 

you enter the school. 

Student supervision begins at 8:15 am.  Please do not 
leave your children unsupervised in the school playground 
or outside the portable classroom door before that time. 

As rainy and/or colder weather is definitely upon us, 
please ensure your children are dressed appropriately 
for the weather (eg rain coat, rain pants, boots, sweater). 

Please ensure that your children have a complete change 
of clothing (including extra socks and underwear) in case 
of unforeseen circumstances,.  A number of our students 
have already benefitted from those clean, dry emergency 
clothing kit bags!   

To keep our classroom floors clean for all, students are 
expected to wear their clean indoor shoes (not slippers) 
in the school.  Outdoor footwear is not permitted in the 
classrooms. 



																																																																																						VISIT	US	@	https://phoenixelementaryschool.weebly.com/																																																																	2021-11-25	Page	2	of	4	

FROM THE PRIMARY CLASS  
This term has been a time of growth, discovery and 
community building in the primary class. We have 
finished our science unit on biodiversity with a podcast on 
animal adaptations and biome posters.  In literacy and 
numeracy, the class has been working in rotations to 
explore concepts through group work.  

The whole school has been 
working together in diversity-
based art projects, including 
“what does peace feel like” 
posters and upcoming 
exploration of winter holidays 
around the world.   
Finally, outside we took great 
excitement in exploring the 
effect of water in the 
landscape during this 
unprecedented weather. 

Stay dry everyone! 
Bronwyn 

 
FROM JESSICA 

IN THE INTERMEDIATE CLASS 
Hello Families,   
The grade 4-7 class has completed the Novel Study 
Project!  Well….almost.  Next week, the students will be 
displaying their novel studies to share all their work as a 
final wrap up to this term project.  I have enjoyed watching 
them use their time management, determination and 
creative communication skills to pull these projects 
together and look forward to celebrating their hard work 
with them.  As we head into December, our next literacy 
focus will be working on stories for the Driftwood 
Holiday Story Contest.   
In Numeracy, we have continued to work on Patterning 
and Computation concepts through IXL and text-book 
work.  When looking at divisibility rules, we noticed that 
many students were feeling less than confident with Long 
Division, so we have been doing a re-introduction to this 
valuable skill.  Thanks to PAC support, we will be 
purchasing supplies needed to create math games to 
practice basic math fact skills.  The 4-7 class will learn 
these games first and then share them with the other class. 
Thank you PAC! 

In November, we were 
fortunate to have Talia 
Peckel from the Arts 
Councils’ “Artist in 
the Class” program. 
Talia worked with our 
students over three 
sessions to create 
collage portraits and I 
was impressed with 
the variety of creative 
ideas that the class 
came up with.  We also 

had a visit from Brian Day, the storyteller.  Thanks to the 
Salt Spring Library, we will hopefully be able to have him 
come again in the Spring. 
I hope that you enjoy the rest of the updates provided by 
our students.  

Stay warm and dry, Jessica 
 
 

Remembrance Day 
by Maiya 

 
On Wednesday, November 10th, we had a Remembrance 
Day ceremony.  Ava made poppy pins out of paper for 
those who didn’t have their own. The primary and 
intermediate classes gathered to remember the fallen 
soldiers from the world wars.  We started with a territorial 
acknowledgement and the primary class showed their 
poppy art.  Then, Aaliyah, Artémise and Marin read the 
poem “In Flanders Fields” by John McCrae. We then 
listened to the “Last Post” and stood for a minute of 
silence.   
  
 

Donut Contest 
by Orly 

 
The Phoenix School intermediate class has designed 
donuts.  We were instructed to design an original donut 
and write about it with persuasive writing to make people 
choose it as #1.  After we wrote about and drew our donut, 
the primary class visited to help us rate them.  Each donut 
was rated by its design, originality and description.  On 
November 22nd, the winners of the donut contest were 
announced.   
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Rainy Weather!  
by Aoi 

 
On Monday, November 
15th, the Phoenix river 
flooded! The river flowed 
out of the river bank and it 
started to break the bridge 
that is farther down to the 
K-4 class. The river 
flooded over the river 
bank and the water was so 
strong that the river was 
overflowing.  It rained 
very hard and lots more 
lakes had flooded onto the 
road.  St Mary Lake had a 
landslide and the roads 
were blocked off from the 
landslide.  Most of the 
lakes flooded the road and 
the cars had to go through the water.  It is very dangerous 
to drive in a flood because if you are in a car, you could 
have hydroplaned.  There was a lot of water on the road. 
The scientists call the rain an Atmosphere River.  There 
was a lot of rain on the weekend.   
 

FROM JONI  
IN THE INTERMEDIATE CLASS 

The time between settling into a new school year and 
wrapping up our first term always seems to pass quickly, 
and this month has flown by! 

In Language Arts, after our 
weekly journal entries, the 
students completed a 
persuasive writing assign-
ment and have begun a mini 
research and personal history 
project. The persuasive 
writing paragraph was a donut 
invention contest and the 
whole school voted on which 
entry was the most 
persuasive, creative and 
aesthetically appealing. 
Congratulations to our top 
three donut inventors Isla, 

Ava and Grand Champion Emily, who each received an 
edible version of their invention as a prize!  

In Math, we continue our Financial Literacy Unit.  We’ve 
moved on from terms and applications, including 
calculating wages, calculating sales tax and rounding 
decimals, to planning individual (imaginary) holiday 
budgets.   
In Social Studies, we discussed and reflected on Peace and 
Acceptance, especially in relation to Remembrance Day.  
We are currently delving deeper into our investigation of 
Diversity, looking at our classroom, families and 
community, in particular the different cultural 
celebrations that happen this time of year.  We continue to 
learn about design and coding and have just started a new 
unit on a website called “code.org”.  
In French, we learned vocabulary for how we’re feeling 
and different kinds of weather and are beginning to learn 
some Christmas words and expressions, in preparation for 
a French Christmas presentation.  
There are only a few Mondays left in 2021 with this group 
of amazing kids and I look forward to every minute of it! 

Have a great weekend, Joni 

 
FROM PHOENIX PAC 

Thank you to EVERYBODY for your hard work selling 
the Cash Raffle Tickets.  Everybody did a fantastic job and 
we are excited to announce all of the winners on 
Wednesday, December 1st. Stay tuned! We will send an 
email to announce our winners at that time. Good luck! 
Pizza Lunch is back on Thursday, December 16th.  Look 
for the order form included in an email soon. 
Two additional easy ways for Phoenix Families to 
regularly contribute to the school's fundraising efforts:  
1. Stuff your Country Grocer receipts into Box #39 at 

the exit doors of Country Grocer.  Students can also 
bring Country Grocer receipts to the school office or 
to a PAC meeting and give them to a PAC member. 
We earn 1% back of the receipt total so it's an easy-
peazy way to generate funds for the school. 

2. Phoenix Elementary School has an account set-up 
with Island Return-It Salt Spring, so families can 
seamlessly donate recycled drink container refunds 
directly to the Phoenix Elementary School account. 

Again, thank you so much for the amazing manpower, 
resources and efforts made by ALL students, staff and 
families of the Phoenix School community.  Together we 
make things happen! 

Warmly, 
Melissa Johnson 
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REPORT FROM THE NOVEMBER 12TH  
GARDEN WORK PARTY  

 

 
 

The wood for the outdoor classroom benches came from 
Chris Sequin’s mill.  Parents Rebecca, Rena, Michelle, 
Natasha and Justine joined Christopher, Sam and myself.  
Michael Nickels from Seven Ravens supplied the trees 
and led the planting. Other tasks that were completed by 
our energetic volunteers were garden weeding, expanding 
and sheet mulching garden perimeter, mulching garden 
beds and planting garlic and daffodils. 
On another note, PAC submitted a grant application to the 
BC Farm to School program.  If awarded, it will provide 
honoraria and supplies for us to invite local experts to lead 
garden-based workshops in the Spring. 
Thank you so much for taking the time from your busy 
lives to help with our Phoenix garden. 

Warmly, 
Elizabeth FitzZaland 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A group planting effort 
(trees courtesy of Michael Nickels ) 


